phic's 687hp 911 Turbo
nal 237hp 3.2 Carrera

- =% 356 SPEEDSTER PDK PADDLE-SHIFT ~ AROUND 0Z:PART4  CARRERA 2S POWERKIT
5 =x '50s Hot Rod highlights  First drive of Porsche's new  The final leg of our epic 408hp, 0-60 in 4.1secs

Stateside magic PDK paddle-shift controls  17,000km lap of Australia factory upgrade driven
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“This is the best, most
evolved car we've built.
The 3.6-litre engine is
still, in my view, better
than the new one”

| [ hat were you doing 25 vears ago?

A | Perhaps vou were listening (o (he

Voo chari record We Are the World/
Cir maybe warching boxer Mike
Pysom miake his prolessional

K |

ikt {and wan by first soond knockout, as if
vou couldn’t puess] or Morwich City beat
Sundedand in thee League Cup Final? Me, §was
baercenming smitten by the gull-winged Delorean
Hwat s
I's fair 1o say that Thomas Schnam and his

brothier, Michael, were doing none of these

tang e their twning

arredd in Bkt gl Frtere

thimgs: they wene woo busy s
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company. Cargraphic, in Landa, Gemany.

We headed over w pay the lads 3 visit and
help them celebrate this milestone in the
company's history = by irving the very fiest and
II“N" \'k'l'_\' rl“i".‘il Gl o .Lll'{’ EVer coTme [Toam E]ll'
Camgraphic stable, "This,” savs Thomas, pointing
at the GTH RSC, “is the best, most evelved car
wade buill The 36-lre engine is stll, in my
view, better tham the new one, and in this car
we have done evervihing, ™

By that he means wking one 997 Turbo and
then instigating a comprehensive restvie, full
welght-loss programme and senioos, serions

- o

4 =

performance. Now serious? Well, G77hp at
i 3hippem and an pnimense 66200 0 of tworque at
Sl itrpm. “This car s about sguoick as a Bugai
Vevron,” said Thomas, The acceleration figure,
mdependently recorded by the German
magazine St Ante, svems o back up this bolid
claim = 0-100km b in 3.02 seconds, 0-200kmh
in .06 seeonds - making it at the time of the
test, the fstest street-lepal Porsche in Genmany
That's a title one suspects is hotly contested and
proudly worm.

In comiparison oo the Turl

Cargraphics
onginal machine looks tame. There are no



F

= = j§ ssag=fasc A4

-

wings, lares or scoops, fust a very well
properiioned, very clean looking old 911

It was onginally a 1980 vintage 3.0 5C, which
wis then upgraded with the G50 gearbox
madification and then, by Cargraphic’s team, to
3. 2-litre Carrera-spec. The car became a mobile
research and development lab, show car and
demonsiraior as the CEHTIPATT hvg».m 1L l,'.'\.@hl[h.l

“The company's first exhaost systems, catalyst

conversions and mass low sens s were all
tested on this can” explains Michael
The car iz no longer owned by Cargraphic as in

was sold a few years ago o a customer and

fnend. But the PTOVISD WS that it would alwavs
be available, if required, for press demios or
shows. "1 is an important car for us = a's part of
our history. And while we can’t own every car we
ever made, we know that this one is around
when we need it We keep it close.” says Michael
Ereoigh chat. thoogh, time for a drive. First

up, the 997, There's a bit of extra muoscle

required to heft the clutch of the GTR RSC 3.6

it isn'ta real thigh-burmer But o lets you know
15 there as we negotlane ihe quiet streets of
Landau en route o some quieter roads among

the vinevard of the Plals region

Cargraphic

It is remarkably easye 1o drve in ralfic and at

lisww A,I‘n‘ujaf‘. It pu shite and smooth at low reve
and handles tiny throttle applicatons very well
And while yvou can feel the kinetic potential

lurking just befow the surface, poling and

cruising are not the chore v might expect

| manage to contral mysell umil | reach a
strerch of elear, straight rueal road that spear off
inte a hear-haze about a mile distant. | slow 1o
walking pace to allow Earey in our photographic
support car to clear off and, still in second gear,

| mash the throtle The car gathers up its skins

bui there is less urge than P'm expecting from
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thiz Bugatti-baiter. .. and then the boost arrives
and evervthing goes a lintde b silly,

Degpite wearing 1%-inch RES wheels clad in
F65/30 [ fromt ) and colossal 31530 (rear]
Dunlop Spormass GTs, and despite being four-
whieel deive, and despite the tarmac being hot
and dry, the power and torgue of this machine
miake Eraction very tricky. Ineo thicd gear and the
tvres are still seralsbliog for gripe as the specdo
poes berserk. Founth gear and there's soll wheel

spin, but the acceleration leels every hit as
explosive as in seooimd. Professional analvais has

been reduced s long stream of expletives
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I'mi trving hard 1o remember a machine that
has socimpressed with it siraight line
performance and the only one that springs 1o
mind is the 750hp dragster that | once had the
mistoriune io be sitapped o In fact, |
reckon the 911 would run i very close over a
standing quarter

Uypee pasl 4000, the forward thirust is
mind-loggling, | Gnd oovsell wondering i
Carpraphic should consider offering brain-specd
upgrades for potential cusiomers

O conrses withioul 4 suitably impressive
chassis 1o harness this kinetic encigy, the GTR

LTI

RS would be no better than that dragster after
. the

all. But in this most evolved of Turbos
QOO [0 every aspect s complete,
Suspension s via the Bilstein PS510
Clubspon package with Cargraphic’s own Airlifi
system added wo aid practicalite given the low
e height. Then there is the car's bulk - or
lack of in, w0 be pricise. There's carbon fibre
everywhiere (not all of it real = more of which
later) and BS-style anorexic-spec doorcards with
cordura pulls: The weight, with fuel on board. is
1495kg - a standard Turbo weighs around
ke more, Mot bad for a four-wheel drive




miachine with a roll-cape and {ull aero-pack
Hant the man arca of work, clearly, is the
engine. The list of modifications is long and

distinguished. There is [deep breath]: sports
exhaust and air-filter, DME control unit
exchange, new manifold, upgraded
turbochargers, air-pipes, intercoolers and
plenum, Carillo con rods and a beefed-up
clutch 1o cope with the near-6631b it of twist
The company also fits a gearbox cooling svstem
and a choice of limited-slip differential, As well
as the aforementioned shatlering acceleration
timis, consider the wp speed of 20dmph and

Cargraphic 997 TT v 3.2 Carrera

. | |
As Wwell

der

cons

It manac

thar it managed 0-300km/h-0 i just 30
seconids under test conditions.

Mow, bear in mind that we drove the car on
morml roads = not glass-smooth A-roads, not a
wide, sweeping race track, but the sort of lumpy,
bumpy, twisty, ey roads vou might find on
vour own doorstep, And it worked. Yes the
suspension is a little on the siff side, and ves we
hael to wse the air-lil function 1w protect the
massive tear diffusor when parking up for
photography = but it coped superhly well with
crambly asphah and exhibited a poise and
composure that belied s brote force

2ring 4

In fact, thanks to the fourwheel diive sswem
it felt remarkably chuckable and if you got a
little exuberant with your right foot exiting a
cormer, vou never felt it would hite

Hut however much fun there was to be had
theough the comers, the devil in me couldn’t
wiiil for 1the next siraight to experience the Tull
onslaught of that magnificent engine. Mot many
machines would make a standard 911 feel
sluggish, bun this is one of them. 1t s all b
mj

There is only area where one might have

ible 1o stop either swearing or laughing
reservitions and that is aesthetie. Adminedly,
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thie e

pack is quite extreme, but you can

rear diffuser that looks like it was stolen from
an W24 racer. Then there are the carbon from
arches, widened o accommmesdane the bigger
wheels, and those GU2-stlve vens, splitters and
alans - pested o peovide 4 genuine
aerodynamic benefit.

Bt there are also a number of pleces in what
15 euphemistically called ‘visual carbon’. 1 call i
plastic. Like the Babe cut-out on the rear PLU, the
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Courney (lap on the rear wing and the from
splhitiers: And given the guality of the real
carhon tim (such as the mitror caps) it looks a
fit chizags

By comtrasy, the orgina machine is an
exercise in understatement. Bar the big wheels
i looks very simple, very clean, There's a
purposeful thom from the big-hore exhaust
and as vou slip inside vou are met by vet more
carbomn fibre irim. The real deal here, though.
and enough o lift the traditionally sombee

old-school M1 inerior without looking OT1

First imipressions are that aire-con was a great
invention, leor-hinged pedals feel weind amd
that power steering makes three-poing tums a
lot easier. Bul remember, this car is as old as |
am, has led 3 much harder Bife bor sull manages
ter feel almost showroom fresh. This is a neal
Lirme-warfs car.

Youu'd expect the 3.2-litre machine to feel
catachysmically short of peformance, giving
aweay 1 scarely creditable 450hp and 422+1h i of




torque. And ve
effort it demands and the rewands it is prepared

s the way it inviolves you, the

te ilisle ot - yoni just forget the lack of raw speed
anel get totally absorbed o the old-fashioned.
The wider rubber might rab a smidgen of

delicacy from the helm but offers higher levels of
grip and a great feeling of stability. The engine
not only sounds glorons bat it really does feel
protent — hauling hard all the way through the
v range. The reworked exhaust and uprated air-
mass sensor masimising the car's acrobic reach

Dyvnamic evaluation was clearly limited
Jav the Ristoric imporance of the car but it
really did feel as sweet as a nut, | wonder i
the RSC will feel so good after another quarer
of a century?

The last few years have been tough ones for
the wming world. People have come and gone
from the marketplace. You sense just how hard
it has been even for Cargraphic but also the
optimism n Michael's cutlook: "We've never

hefore had to expenience a nme when the whole

world was in recession. In the past some
markets hiave shrunk while at the same time
others have grown

*But we have worked hard and have grown
our core business into other brands and
marques. This has been impanant — cars like
the Aston Martin V3 Vantage have been very
strong for us and this has helped during the
rough umes

“And that is why the "25 Year” cars are such a

hig thing, We look at these two cars and in our
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view their [NA s the same, despiie them being
very different machines. For us, Cargraphiac's
ariginal car is a symbol of a long and suceessiul
husiness, Other people might be out for shon-
term business, (or a quick buck, but we have
Freers arcwmd for g long time now.”

You can forgive that moment of pride. 1W's a
preat achievement We've driven a lot of
Cargraphic machines in the past decade and
never a bad one, The best are right up there with
the limest cars we've ever driven, anywhere, The
company holds tae w s core values, ivsall
manubaciures 115 own wheels and exhausts and
has already developed its own centre-locking
whizels for the new gencration GT3 = the first
altermarker company 1o do so. Who knows,
imavhe we'll be back 1o Lanclin for the occasion
of Cargraphics 30ih anniversary, You wouldn't
wanl s bet against it
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